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Works in Progress
Act in haste, repent at leisure

The Port of Olympia: economic 
development or real estate speculation?

Esther Kronenberg
For the past several years, the activi-
ties of the Port of Olympia have pro-
duced a shortfall in revenues over 
expenses. So, when the Port staff 
suggested a way 
to increase rev-
enues by invest-
ing in real estate 
it seemed like a 
good move. As 
Commissioner 
Zita stated, “The 
potential to own 
and make rev-
enue, instead of 
leasing, was a 
good idea worth 
considering.” 

Relying on the 
confident advice 
of staff and posi-
tive statements 
from a feasibility 
study, the Port 
Commissioners 
moved to acquire 
the Commerce 
Business Center 
(CBC, or Center) 
in 2017 in Lacey 
for $6.5 million. 
Now, two years 
later, Commis-
sioners discov-
ered that those confident predictions 
left out details that could have raised 
questions about the wisdom of the 
purchase. How did that happen?

A unique opportunity to  
generate revenue
Mike Reid, the Port’s manager for 
business development, approached 
Commissioners in the summer of 
2016 with the idea of buying the CBC. 
According to Reid, it was a unique op-
portunity that could generate revenue 
to support multiple objectives of the 
Port. There were 3 industrial “flex 
space” buildings that could be used 
either as warehouses or showroom/
offices. They had historically low va-
cancy rates. It would diversify the 
Port’s real estate offerings and lead to 
a multitude of future opportunities. 

After outlining the potential benefits 
of purchasing the CBC in an August 
meeting, Mike Reid urged the Com-
missioners to authorize then Execu-
tive Director Ed Galligan to enter into 
a Purchase & Sale Agreement (PSA) 
for the property. 

The Commissioners told Galligan to 

go ahead with the PSA, with the un-
derstanding that there would be no 
recommendation on closing the deal 
until they did a feasibility study. Ex-
pert firms would evaluate the condi-
tion of the buildings, offer an apprais-

al including costs and risks to the 
Port, and consider the likelihood of a 
financial partnership with the City of 
Lacey.

Looks good to go—minor defects, 
an 8% rate of return, high demand
At a meeting Oct. 24 2016, Mike Reid 
presented results from the feasibil-
ity study that corroborated his initial 
favorable view. According to Reid’s 
PowerPoint, Architects Rasmussun 
Triebelhorn had found 
that “the buildings are in 
good shape” with a “nor-
mal amount of wear” and 
defects that were “minor 
in nature.” 

The firm McKee Appraisal 
had set a market value of $6.5 million 
for the property. Reid’s Power Point 
highlighted the financial analysis 
showing vacancy rates declining since 
2012: “There is very little flex space 
available in the Thurston County area, 
so the space that is available tends to 
be in very high demand.” Other Pow-
erPoint slides showed the report’s as-
sumed occupancy rate at 75% with an 

8% rate of return on investment. An 
annual inflation of 2% for revenues 
and expenses was projected. 

Reid concluded his presentation by 
recommending that the Port make 

the purchase—and finance it with 
general obligation bonds. Assured by 
these favorable indications, the Com-
missioners voted to go ahead with the 
acquisition. When the Port took pos-
session of the Center in March, 2017, 
the Olympian quoted Commissioner 
McGregor saying that the Port ex-
pected an “immediate return” on the 
property with a net of $80,000 a year 
after the sale. 

Financial participation from the 
City of Lacey
Several months after the Port took 
ownership, Reid and Rick Walk, Lac-
ey’s Community Development di-
rector briefed the Port and the City 
of Lacey on the partnership idea for 
Building 1. In November, the two ju-
risdictions entered into an InterLocal 
Agreement (ILA) to “create economic 

development opportunities for small 
and emerging entrepreneurs seek-
ing to develop and grow in Thurston 
County.” It would provide “space 
for such businesses that is not read-
ily available or  adequately served by 

today’s real estate 
market” [emphasis 
added]. The ILA 
committed the 
Port to formulat-
ing a management 
plan, and Lacey to 
investing $200,000 
for improvements 
to Building 1. 

Lacey and the Port 
agreed to contrib-
ute $10,000 each for 
a Market Analysis.

Meanwhile, those 
nagging financial 
problems remained.

As the Port’s rev-
enues continued to 
fall short of operat-
ing costs, Port Com-
missioners needed 
to address financ-
es for the coming 
year. Commission-
ers McGregor and 
Downing favored 
increasing the 
Port’s property tax 

levy. Over the objections of Commis-
sioner Zita, they voted to bump up 
the levy by $946,000—18% over the 
prior year—for a total of over $6 mil-
lion to be collected from Thurston 
County residents’ property taxes. 

The Commissioners get some 
unwelcome news
Two years into their new responsi-
bilities as owner of the Commerce 
Business Center buildings, on July 

18, 2019, Port staff 
disclosed the re-
sults of that Mar-
ket Analysis jointly 
commissioned with 
the City of Lacey. 
The news was an 

unpleasant surprise.

Neither Executive Director, Ed Galli-
gan, nor Mike Reid was there to hear 
it. Ed Galligan had been replaced as 
Executive Director by Sam Gibboney 
in January of 2019. Mike Reid had 
taken a new job as Economic Devel-
opment director for the City of Olym-
pia a year earlier. 

At least one Commissioner wondered 
why this disturbing information was 
only now coming to their attention.
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Then this happened...
It helps to know people. In April, 
WIP featured a story on the Green 
Cove Park Project, a housing develop-
ment proposed in West Olympia on 
the site of an illegal hazardous waste 
dump. Neighbors and environmental 
advocates urged the city to test the 
site for buried waste, including wood 
treatment wastes and herbicides like-
ly to contaminate wells and ground-
water.

On August 8, the City notified de-
veloper Jerry Mahan that he had six 
months to answer many of the same 
questions raised by citizens. 

Then this happened: Mahan hired 
the very well-connected Heather 
Burgess to represent him at a meet-
ing to negotiate with the City. Bur-

gess serves as the attorney for the 
Port of Olympia and president-elect 
of the Thurston County Economic 
Development Council (one of those 
friendly public-private things). Also 
she’s a member of the Chamber. And 
the Master Builders. Citizens con-
cerned to see that the City acts to pro-
tect environmental and public health 
should contact Senior Planner Cari 
Hornbein at chornbei@ci.olympia.
wa.us, and Council members at city-
council@ci.olympia.wa.us.

No approval for the Green Cove proj-
ect should be granted unless Mahan 
meets all city requirements and re-
moves all buried wastes as required 
by State law. Find details about the 
project at www.olywip.org “Green 
Cove Park.”

Apparently the City of Olympia 
has plenty of money. In August, 
WIP covered the City’s refusal to ac-
cept a decision by the Growth Man-
agement Board that required them 
to fix flaws in a residential rezone 
known as the “Missing Middle.” The 
City has now appealed to Superior 
Court to overturn the decision. The 
Board gave the City until mid-De-
cember to come up with a plan to 
bring the ordinance into compliance 
with the law. City Council members 
instead are following the advice of 
staff (who wrote the ordinance) and 
lawyers (who bill by the hour) to con-
tinue fighting the decision. At this 
point, citizens challenging the rezone 
estimate that the City has spent $80-
$100,000 on legal fees. All to avoid 
redrafting parts of the rezone so it is 
accurate and in line with the City’s 
own Comprehensive Plan. Money is 
no object?

The rest of the world (is us )
Prejudice and hostility as the 
official vocabulary of the nation
With President Trump and other high-
ranking officials of his administration, 
prejudice and hostility against some 
nations and members of specific eth-
nic groups have become a predict-
able and integral part of official White 
House discourse. This attitude reflects 
what has come to be known as Ameri-
ca First, a term that refers to a foreign 
and internal policy that emphasizes 
U.S. nationalism and unilateralism.  

America First is the unsubstantiated 
belief (to borrow from G. W. Sumner’s 
classic definition of ethnocentrism) 
that this country is “the center of ev-
erything.”  All other nations or groups 
of color “must be scaled and rated” in 
reference to the self-inflicted delu-
sions that the President and others 
have about  themselves and the world. 
This ideological and political stance 
has taken the United States to levels of 
international isolation seldom experi-
enced in previous administrations.  

Neither history, nor ethnicity, nor 
language
For obvious reasons—the specific 
modes that constitute the economy 
and the social relations among ethnic 
groups within this nation—and con-
trary to most national states around 
the world, the U.S. has never been 
able to assert the idea of a national 
identity among its people through 
a sense of shared history, ethnicity 
or language. Dispossessed of these 
constitutive elements, what is left is 
the cynical claim that the American 
variation of democracy is what amal-
gamates America’s identity, and at 
the same time places the U.S. above 
all other nations. 

This idea has proven to be a key ele-
ment in manufacturing national con-
sent. It has provoked the unconscious 
assent of many generations of Ameri-
cans eager to forget or circumvent 
the fact  that our democracy rests on 
the institution of slavery, the ethnic 
genocide of indigenous people, ag-
gressive military interventions and 
economic expansionism around the 
planet in order to fulfill the needs of 
America’s expanding capitalism. It 
has produced a society with the high-
est levels of human incarceration 
and income and social inequality as 
compared with other  industrialized 
nations. To this, we must add the exis-
tence of blatant discriminatory voting 
barriers against people of color; and 
the imposition of a surveillance state 
on its citizens.  An objective evalua-
tion of American democracy is im-
possible if we continue to minimize 
the significance of these realities. 

If you poison us, do we not die? 
The advent of the Trump administra-
tion along with the Republican Party 

apparatus has fueled and provided 
political framing for emergent forms 
of American nationalism. These are 
imbued with racism and white hege-
monism as political and ideological 
residuals of  the deceptive model of 
democracy established in 1776. The 
latest white supremacist attacks in 
various American cities targeting La-
tinos and Muslims, black Americans, 
LGBTQ people, Jewish people, and 
other people of color reflect this per-
sistent white nationalist ideology. 

But this type of “white gang nation-
alism,” abhorrent as it is,  is not by 
any means the most dangerous or the 
most threatening.   Trump and the Re-
publican Party are  currently respon-
sible for accelerating the destruction 
of the conditions that make possible 
the continuation of human life on the 
planet. The two main factors menac-
ing survival on the planet are (a)  the 
possibilities of nuclear war and (b) 
human-induced climatic alterations 
of the Earth system.  Most of the na-
tions in the world seem to recognize 
the seriousness of these two scenar-
ios, and most nations, particularly 
regarding climate change, appear 
willing to do something about it ( i.e.,  
the Global Climate Strike in over 132 
countries and the UN summit on cli-
mate change), but the U.S. is not. 

The logic of destruction
The most powerful and wealthy na-

tion in the world consciously uses its 
power to exacerbate the conditions 
that have placed humanity in the cur-
rent survival dilemma. Nuclear risks 
have escalated as a consequence of 
U.S. withdrawal  from the 1987 INF 
Treaty. This required superpowers to 
renounce forever all nuclear, conven-
tional and cruise missiles with rang-
es of 500 to 5,500 kilometers. At the 
same time, Trump increased the bud-
get of the National Nuclear Adminis-
tration by 8.3 %, aiming to complete 
production of new low-yield nuclear 
missiles. By so doing, Trump has ef-
fectively reinstated “the great power 
rivalry” of the cold-war.  

In the case of climate change, this ad-
ministration operates with the cocky 
confidence of those who have given 
up science in order to increase the 
profits of the fossil fuel  industry in 
the U.S. and overseas. The two most 
dangerous measures against the en-
vironment are American withdrawal 
from the Paris Accord, and the ag-
gressive campaign of environmental 
deregulation. According to the Guard-
ian, deregulations forced upon EPA 
has meant the “elimination of the 
rules that combat climate change, wa-
ter pollution and vehicle emissions,” 
along with the elimination of 25% of 
its employees and 56 programs “in-
cluding pesticide safety, lead toxicity 
and environmental justice.” 

If we add the fact that the US is the 
second largest polluter country on 
Earth (15%), we can affirm that no 
other country contributes so much to 
endangering the planet and the hu-
man species. In this context,  there 
really is no such thing as “the rest of 
the world” because as a planet and as 
a species, we all share the precarious 
circumstances of survival. 

Enrique Quintero

Upcoming themes
November-December: Win-
ners & Losers.  We live in a society 
built on competition—in economic 
life, sports, online, social settings; 
everywhere. The contestant who 
ran the race in 4.10 seconds is cel-
ebrated and the one who crossed 
the finish line at 4.12 seconds is 
forgotten. What kind of culture 
does this create? Plus -- it’s election 
month. Send us your stories. Dead-
line for submissions Oct 20. 

January 2020: What keeps us 
safe. Deadline December 15

February: Our lived values. Dead-
line January 19

Editorial Policy
Works in Progress (WIP) is a community 
newspaper based in Olympia, Washing-
ton and published monthly since 1990. 
WIP aims to publish writing and graphics 
that confront injustice and encourage a 
participatory democracy based on justice 
in the economic, political, environmen-
tal and social realms and across classes, 
races and genders. 
Our priority is to focus on stories that are 
ignored or misrepresented in the main-
stream media, especially those that relate 
directly to our mission. To this end,we 
seek well-researched news stories, seri-
ous analyses of issues confronting our 
communities and accounts of personal 
experiences or reflections by local writers. 
Informed opinion pieces are welcome, es-
pecially when accompanied by facts, ex-
amples and sources. Writing that stereo-
types groups or categories of people will 
not be accepted for publication.
We discourage writing where a key point 
is stated as fact when it is unproven or in 
serious dispute. Articles can relate to the 
theme but material on other topics is im-
portant. While the views expressed in the 
material we print are those of the author 
alone, WIP typically will favor material 
that is consistent with our mission.
Once we receive a submission we may 
choose to publish it, or not. WiP reserves 
the right to edit all submissions for accu-
racy, length and clarity of expression. We 
will work with authors if there is a need 
for editing that extends beyond that. 
Deadlines. Submissions must be re-
ceived by the third Sunday of each month 
to be considered for the following month’s 
issue. See Submission Guidelines at www.
olywip.org for details.
Copyright. Unless otherwise noted, con-
tent may be copied for noncommercial 
use if attributed: Creative Commons BY-
NV 3.0 license terms apply. 
Support WIP. WIP is written, produced 
and distributed entirely by volunteers. 
For content we rely on submissions from 
readers and involved community mem-
bers. 3000 print copies are distributed 
free each month to over 50 locations in 
Thurston and surrounding counties. 
Funding to cover printing and other ex-
penses comes from donations, subscrip-
tions and local advertising. Ad rates are 
approximately $10 per column inch, with 
a discount for long-term ads above a min-
imum size. Ads run in the print issue and 
online at www.olywip.org. See website 
for details. The rate for a subscription is 
$35 per year..

Workers in Progress
Publisher’s Committee: Emily Lard-
ner, Lori Lively, Kevin Pestinger, Enrique 
Quintero, Bethany Weidner. 
Treasurer: Ann Vandeman
Managing Editor: Bethany Weidner
Assistant Editor: Lori Lively
Design & Production: Lee Miller
Art design & photography: Asa Ben-
son-Core, Richie Ohlson, Paul Peck, Ricky 
Osborne, Lindset Dalthorp
Events Calendar: Janet Jordan
Proofreaders: Fred Silsby, James O’Barr, 
Mary Kasimor, Janet Jordan, Scott Yoos
Website: Carolyn Roos, Heather Sun-
dean
Distribution: Kevin P, Dave Groves, 
Mike Pelly, Scott Yoos, Sandia Slaby,  
Ellen Shortt, others
Subscriptions: Vacant
Tech savior: Vacant 
Contact WIP. Email us at olywip@
gmail.com or via snail mail to: Works 
in Progress, P.O. Box 295, Olympia, 
WA 98507. We welcome comment 
on specific matters on our website:  
www.olywip.org. 

Website: www.olywip.org

Submission deadline  
next issue:

Sunday, October 20
olywip@gmail.com 

Proofreading Meeting:
Sunday, October 27
115 Legion Way SW, 1pm

On the cover: Olympia’s port an-
chors the north edge of the city and links 
us to the rest of the world.  Photo by Carla 
Wulfsberg.

Correction: We neglected to iden-
tify Nancy Thorne-Chambers as the 
sculptor of the “pig listening” statue 
on page 2 of the August WIP. 

photo by Ricky Osborne

P
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Long-time Olympia residents forced to 
leave affordable housing units

Lohen Che’
In July 2019 my partner and I re-
ceived notification that our home of 
eight years had been sold to a new 
owner. The new owner’s property 
management company told us that 
we had a “generous” 60 days to vacate. 
We were not the only tenants to be 
forced from our homes. All 13 people, 
who lived in the three duplexes from 
1112 to 1122 10th Avenue SE were no-
tified that were expected to vacate. 
This included two single mother fam-
ilies with a total of five children. 

Rent for these units was around $800 
which qualified as affordable since us 
tenants had been living in their units 
between 8 and 15 years. Assuming an 
average rent over the years of $500 
per month for the tenants who’d lived 
there 15 years they have contributed 
almost $100,000 in rental costs which 
reflects on city tax income. Those 
who’d been there 8 years had paid 
something like $60,000 -- assuming 
rent averaging $600 a month over 
those years. 

Soon after the notice, I spoke at a 
city council meeting, trying to find 
out what the Council proposes to do 
about the housing and homeless cri-
sis so many people are currently 
facing. I was met with a lot of 
sympathy and little help. They 
referred us to WA Community 
Action Network and Northwest 
Justice project. That provided le-
gal protection from eviction for a 
month which ended on Septem-
ber 30. In continuing a search for al-
ternatives, I contacted the IWW, the 
Tenants Union of Washington, and 
other tenant unions from Oregon and 
Idaho. That was a call to action made 
as a cry for help. My partner is un-
able mentally or physically to move 
on his own in the time allotted, and 
even if he were, there is no place to 
go, with his meager income of $760 
from Social Security.

 I tried to speak to City Council mem-
bers again in September. I was pre-
vented because the Council and May-
or Selby delayed public comment for 
over an hour arguing about the 4th 

Mayor Selby and City of Olympia seem 
to be acting unaware that Olympia is 

steadily losing affordable housing units.

Avenue bridge encampment. During 
that Council meeting, the Council 
discussed whether to allow the en-
campment to remain. Mayor Selby 

referred to the collective homeless, 
to those facing homelessness and to 
advocates for housing rights as the 
“vocal minority” and said “you do not 
reward a toddler in a candy aisle for 
throwing a fit.” The mayor added her 
opinion that homelessness was relat-
ed to bad behaviors: “we are conflat-
ing a lot of behaviors that aren’t re-
lated to homelessness, they are just, 
bad behaviors.” 

Mayor Selby and City of Olympia 
seem to be acting unaware that 
Olympia is steadily losing affordable 
housing units. The duplexes on 10th 
NE will be remodeled as much more 

expensive housing. Tenants in afford-
able downtown apartments -- most re-
cently The Angelus -- are being evict-
ed as real estate speculators move in 

to take advantage of City policies 
promoting market rate housing. 

Is homelessness really about 
“bad behavior?” Data collected 
by Thurston Regional Planning 
shows a significant decrease 
since 2015 in housing affordabil-
ity. The county’s poverty rate 

has risen by 4 percent since 2000. 
In the meantime, the city does not 
collect data on evictions that would 
show their frequency, causes and 
trends - and relation to rising home-
lessness. The UW studied evictions 
state-wide earlier this year and found 
that “given that evictions contributes 
to homelessness, the steady stream 
of evictions likely feed people into 
the homeless population each year 
while the loss of affordable housing 
exacerbated the problem.”

Lohen Chè  is a multifaceted activist, 
writer, and local of Olympia.

Homily for Sergio
Paul McCarthy 

Most people who saw Sergio on the 
streets of Olympia would only see 
the little man, the homeless, dishev-
eled man, the sick man, and probably 
the migrant man—all labels that tend 
to marginalize a person and make it 
easier to dismiss them.  Saint Michael 
parishioners and supporters who pre-
pared meals at the Interfaith shelter 
saw a different Sergio. 

To them he was Sergio the great gui-
tarist and vocalist who could sing a 
thousand different songs in English 
and in Spanish. He could play every 
Beatles song and sing them in both 
languages. He was the ultimate de-
fender of the most vulnerable with a 
smile, an embrace, and a song for all 
in need of help. 

When his guitar was stolen, the light 
in his eyes dimmed until Saint Mi-
chael parishioners got together and 
bought him a new guitar. The music 
returned to the shelter and to St. Pe-
ter’s Hospital where he was often a 
patient. 

The St Michael staff surrounded Ser-
gio with love, providing shelter meals, 

prayer shawls, clothing from St. Vin-
cent’s—and a guitar to keep him play-
ing. A few weeks ago Sergio passed 
away at the age of sixty–one. He was 
sitting in his wheelchair in a parking 
lot one block from the Interfaith Shel-
ter. His guitar was in his lap. 

I wish we could have done more to 
help Sergio, but I am proud of the 
many parishioners of Saint Michael 
Parish who came to Sergio’s aide. 

If you would like to help others 
like Sergio, contact Bene Reece at  
(360) 292-7143.

I am and am not  
a toddler
I am yet I am not a toddler.
I say to you, Mayor Selby
As a toddler, having rats crawl  

over me
in your city, so many decades past
before me I see you
I have nightmares you will never see

A toddler will take the  
lollipop because

as a toddler I need nurture,  
never harm

and those of us that you call  
they, them, 

and it—The problem
to depersonalize and  

separate yourself 
from me as a human being
I say to you 
let me be a free toddler
kicking and screaming with  

livid fear
and do not punish me

—Lohen Che’

Sergio	
Sergio, hermano, lo siento.
I think your life was so hard
When it was over and you rose into that light,
	 was someone there waiting for you?
Was it such a relief to leave your amputated body
	 and be done with it all?
I didn’t know about your guitar and your music,
Just an idea of your years on the streets—
the night your toes froze in the cold
your months in the hospital.
I knew you as a gentle patient with a bandaged stump
	 who wanted a rosary and a cross
and put up with my mangled Spanish.
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ICE: relentless pursuer

Ijeoma Oluo to speak at 
Womxn of Achievement Awards 
From press releases

Olympia YWCA Womxn of Achieve-
ment award ceremony this year will 
feature special guest Ijeoma Oluo, 
a Seattle-based writer, 
speaker, and Internet 
Yeller. She’s the author of 
The New York Times best-
seller So You Want to Talk 
about Race, published by 
Seal Press. The Seattle 
Times said that the book 
“pulls the most exasper-
ated among us back from 
the brink and reminds 
us of what’s to be gained 
from continuing the dis-
cussion.” 

Oluo’s work focuses 
primarily on issues of 
race and identity, femi-
nism, social and mental 
health, social justice and 
the arts.  She’s an engag-
ing writer and popular 
speaker—her work has 
appeared in all kinds of 
outlets from the Wash-
ington Post and Time 
Magazine to Elle and The 
Stranger.  You can get a 
taste of her approach in 
a piece called “The Con-
versation I’ve Been Dreading: Ijeoma 
Oluo Talks about Race with her Mom” 
online at Lithub.com. “Trenchant 
and lucid” describes her writing. And 
she grew up in Seattle.

Oluo has a heap of honors and rec-
ognitions:  she was one of The Root’s 
100 Most Influential African Ameri-
cans in 2017, named one of the Most 
Influential People in Seattle by Seattle 
Magazine and one of the 50 Most In-
fluential Women in Seattle by Seattle 
Met.  She was the winner of the 2018 
Feminist Humanist Award by the 
American Humanist Society. Since 
the YWCA Olympia established its 
Womxn of Achievement Award in 

1994, it has become one of the most 
prestigious honors for womxn and 
businesses in the South Sound.   The 
award seeks to center and recognize 

the accomplishments, professional 
contributions, and public service per-
formed by womxn in the community. 
The Womxn of Achievement Award 
recognizes those who embody out-
standing leadership qualities, are ex-
ceptionally committed to their com-
munity and/or profession, and live or 
work in the Greater South Sound area.  

All womxn, and especially Womxn 
of Color, continue to be under-repre-
sented in significant ways.   Womxn 
of Achievement helps to increase the 
visibility of womxn by celebrating 
the contributions of incredible lead-
ers and businesses in our communi-
ty, who are not only making a huge 

difference, but who are often over-
looked because of historic and cur-
rent patterns of racism and sexism.  

While all womxn and businesses are 
encouraged and eligible to receive 
awards, Womxn of Achievement as 
an event is a platform for centering 
Womxn of Color, who are the lead-
ers of change at the intersections of 
race and gender justice. Our honor-
ees work to eliminate racism and sex-
ism, to empower womxn, and have 
advanced the political, social and 
economic status of womxn and girls. 
They embody the YWCA’s vision of 
a world where all people are valued, 
live free from oppression, and thrive 
in a just society. 

Give the gift of

Radiance
massage  

jewelry  books 
natural body care 

candles   bulk herbs 
essential oils

www.radianceherbs.com
113 5th Ave SE, Olympia • (360) 357-5250

Hours: M-F: 10am–7pm, Sat & Sun: 10am–6pm

When is the event:  Saturday, No-
vember 2, 2019

Where is the event: at South Puget 
Sound Community College. 

When and where can I get tick-
ets: Ticket info online at www.yw-
caofolympia.org, under Events 
(2019 Womxn of Achievement). All 
proceeds benefit YWCA Olympia. 

For more information contact 
Cherie Reeves Sperr, Development 
Director at 352-0593 or crsperr@
ywcaofolympia.org 

*YWCA is using the “label” womxn to 
encompass a broader range of identities 
than woman and is based on self-
identity 

Zahid Chaudhry, who has lived in 
Olympia for a number of years, ex-
emplifies some of the ways that the 
US government can deny citizenship 
to individuals who otherwise meet all 
tests. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE) is appealing a March 
2018 decision by a US Citizenship & 
Immigration Services (USCIs) judge 
affirming Zahid’s status as a legal US 
resident. 

Zahid qualifies for citizenship in mul-
tiple ways, including Qualified Mili-
tary Service; his marriage of nearly 
20 years to a US citizen; and US family 
ties on his father’s side for forty years. 
However under a national security 
program known as the “Controlled 
Application Review and Resolution 
Program” (CARRP), the government 
excludes many applicants from Arab, 
Middle Eastern, Muslim and South 
Asian communities by delaying and 
denying their applications without 
legal authority. Learn more: https://
www.aclusocal.org/carrp

Zahid’s case illustrates another 
means to deny citizenship to individ-
uals from Muslim countries: Zahid’s 
name was added to the secret Ter-
rorist Watchlist, from which there is 
no meaningful way to get removed. 
Research by The Intercept “revealed 
a staggeringly due–process-free sys-
tem in which the government was 
routinely affixing the word ‘terrorist’ 
to an individual’s name and dissemi-
nating that information to a sprawl-

ing network of foreign and private 
partners, with virtually no evidence 
required to support the claim.” A 
federal judge has recently ruled this 
practice unconstitutional: 

Zahid and his wife Ann have received 
consistent support from the Olympia 
community. After a yet another hear-
ing on October 3, there is hope that 
the couple will finally see their citi-
zenship claim resolved positively.
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The Testaments  
by Margaret Atwood

Denver Hatcher
[Note:  The Testaments picks up fif-
teen years after Offred leaves readers 
in the Handmaid’s Tale, and just as 
Atwood waited and quietly planned 
to revisit one of her 
most favored works, 
Aunt Lydia has been 
waiting patiently to 
strike Gilead.]

In the three de-
cades since its pub-
lication, Margaret 
Atwood’s prose in 
The Handmaid’s 
Tale has aged well, 
but the potency of 
the fascistic, reli-
giously motivated, 
hyper-patriarchal 
country she creat-
ed, Gilead, has not. 
This is, in all likeli-
hood, why the Hulu 
series of the same 
name has done well 

—it took the bones 
of Atwood’s world 
and created a fleshy 
kinship to how we live and think to-
day. 

Now, in her highly anticipated follow 
up, The Testaments, Atwood has reme-
died the charge 
of cultural irrel-
evance by some 
readers. What’s 
more, Atwood 
seems to have 
done what no 
author has be-
fore, namely, to 
pluck integral 
plots elements 
directly from 
the television show and marrying 
them with her own. The result is a 
well-paced, topical, and thoughtful 
novel.

Readers and viewers of The Hand-
maid’s Tale will be pleased to reunite 
with Aunt Lydia, one of three main 
women characters in The Testa-
ments. Newcomers to the story will 
be spared the whiplash of reconciling 
discrepancies that arise when fusing 
together the varied renderings of this 
story that longtime fans may encoun-
ter. Even so, readers will probably 

forgive the incongruencies, instead 
relishing the dexterity of Atwood’s 
writing, which is as clean as ever. 

The narrators live both in and out-
side of Gilead, but as the novel wears 

on their inter-
connectedness 
becomes clearer, 
eventually merg-
ing into a satis-
fying harmony. 
Aunt Lydia be-
gins the narra-
tion, revealing 
her past life as 
a judge and how 
her willingness 
to comply dur-
ing the coup that 
birthed Gilead 
has positioned 
her  to not only 
maintain exist-
ing systems of 
women’s oppres-
sion but to aid 
in building new 
ones from the 
ground up. Daisy 
is a discontent-

ed teenager in Canada whose true 
identity has been kept from her for 
her entire life. Once revealed, she is 
called upon to infiltrate Gilead. With 
almost no understanding of what she 

is to do, Dai-
sy accepts. 
It is one of 
the delights 
of The Testa-
ments to read 
now 79-year-
old Atwood’s 
p o r t r a y a l 
of the ang-
sty, sailor-

mouthed Daisy. We also come to 
know Agnes, the daughter of a pow-
erful Commander in Gilead who 
struggles after the death of her adop-
tive mother. Ultimately, Agnes shirks 
her divine duty to marry and attempt 
reproduction, either herself or via a 
fertile handmaid, to become an Aunt 
under the charge of Aunt Lydia. 

One cannot help but feel Atwood is 
having a wonderful time here, writ-
ing each woman with such care that 
you may be tempted to guess whose 
voice is her favorite. Each of the sto-
ries aids in her grandest feat: com-
menting on the real-life patriarchy 
and the descent into fascistic values 
subtly enough to allow readers to 
stick with the story but ponder over 
her astuteness later. Without beating 
us over the head, Atwood shows us 
that we must remain vigilant in our 
criticism and subversion of political 
conditions. But she offers a world just 
far enough removed from our own to 
feel safe and we are in turn unable to 
not turn the next page. 

Denver Lively-Hatcher, an Olympia 
native, is a junior at the University of 
Illinois in Chicago where she studies 
social welfare policy and pre-law.

It is one of the delights of 
The Testaments to read 

now 79-year-old Atwood’s 
portrayal of the angsty, 
sailor-mouthed Daisy.

The Line Becomes a 
River: Dispatches from 
the Border  
by Francisco Cantú

Veronica Atkinson
The Line Becomes a River: Dispatches 
from the Border is a fair and empa-
thetic reflection that illustrates the 
c o m p l ex i -
ties sur-
r o u n d i n g 
the issues 
on both 
sides of the 
US-Mexican 
border.

Franc i sco 
Cantu studied International Rela-
tions and is familiar with the history 
and current policies of immigration 
and border security, but it is his per-
sonal history that gives him an inti-
mate familiarity with the language, 
people and culture of the area. The 
grandson of a Mexican immigrant 
raised by his mother in the rugged 
landscape of the Southwest, Cantú 
sought a deeper understanding of the 
border. 

To deepen his perspective, Cantu 
joined the US Border Patrol in 2008, 
spending the next four years along 
the border in the deserts of Arizona, 
New Mexico and Texas. The experi-
ences recounted in the book give an 
unflinching look at the consequences 
of a broken border policy that priori-
tizes building barriers and dehuman-
izing Immigrants.

The stories are beautifully written 
even when the images are haunting. 
Cantú writes of finding the bodies of 
the dead, of finding drugs, of finding 
people crossing a week after being 
picked up and sent back, most from a 
crackdown on ports of entry. He tells 
of agents tearing apart the clothing 
and slashing open the water jugs left 
hidden by people fleeing capture.

Stories of cruelty, hopelessness and 
compassion are entwined with ref-
erences to poetry, sociology and 
psychology, including interludes 
detailing the author’s increasingly 
disturbing dreams as he struggles to 
align his moral compass with the re-
alities of his job on the border.

Beset by nightmares, he resigns his 
post.

At that point the book turns into the 
story of a friendship Cantu devel-
oped with José, an immigrant, while 

they worked together at a coffee shop 
in Tucson. After living in the US for 
thirty years, José leaves for Mexico to 
see his dying mother and finds him-
self unable to return to his wife and 
children despite months of interven-

tion by Can-
tu and Jo-
sé’s former 
employer. 

The final 
chapter of 
the book is 
written as 

a monologue from José and makes 
clear why a policy based on the belief 
that “by deporting a mother or father, 
the family will follow” can never be 
successful. For Cantu, any solution 
must unite humanity, not divide it.

The epilogue finds Cantu ́once more 
on the border, this time as a tourist in 

Big Bend National Park, stepping into 
the river at Boquillas Canyon. 

“I stood to walk along the adjacent 
shoreline, crossing the river time 
and time again as each bank came 
to an end, until finally, for one brief 
moment, I forgot in which country I 
stood. All around me the landscape 
trembled and breathed as one.”

Veronica Atkinson is a retired Registered 
Nurse living in Grays Harbor.  She spent 
her formative years living along the 
borderlands of West Texas and Arizona. 

... a policy based on the belief 
that “by deporting a mother or 

father, the family will follow” 
can never be successful. 
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Bush Creek volunteers sift damaged 
habitat to relocate unique aquatic species

Lee First
Wading softly through the mud of 
Bush Creek, I netted lampreys, cray-
fish, snails, beetles, worms, and 
clams. Every so often, 
someone in our little 
group of volunteers 
cheered after netting 
a Coho salmon fry. 

We were helping to res-
cue small aquatic ani-
mals in a temporarily 
dewatered stream. A 
new culvert was being 
placed. In Washing-
ton State, thousands 
of undersized culverts 
and other fish pas-
sage barriers prevent 
salmon from reach-
ing important habitats 
and spawning gravel. 
The giant new cul-
vert in this photo has 
been placed under a 
road crossing at Bush Creek, 
a tributary of Cloquallum 
Creek in the Chehalis River 
watershed. It is replacing 
two much smaller pipes that 
blocked fish passage most of 
the time. Restrictive pipes 
like these have long prevent-
ed migrating fish from reach-
ing 32.5 miles of crucial stream habi-
tat in the Chehalis River basin.

But the tide is turning. During the 
summer of 2019, 16 more culverts 
in Grays Harbor and Lewis counties 
will be redesigned or reconstructed. 
Three replacements are currently 
underway on Bush Creek alone. A 
recent state Supreme Court decision 
affirmed a lower court’s order that 
Washington State undertake massive 
repairs to roads (including culverts 
and below-road channels) that have 
damaged salmon habitats and con-
tributed to population declines. As 
these barriers are remedied, salmon 
will have the benefit of miles of ad-
ditional high-quality habitat. 

Most of this work is done in mid-
summer, when water levels are low. 
During these times, the fewest fish 
are present, minimizing harm to the 
streams from the necessary construc-

tion and excavation; by law, 
fish must be rescued during 
the time that water is blocked 
and re-routed around the cul-
vert. A project like this takes a 
lot of time, planning, money, 
and environmental permits. 
Volunteers usually spend most 
of a day performing these res-
cue operations.

Specialized equipment was 
needed to block the flow of the 
stream in order to perform the 
rescue. The construction crew 
set up this system of screens 
and pumps, then metered out the wa-
ter towards the stream section where 
six volunteers were prepared with 

boots, nets, and buckets to give the 
animals safe passage.

We wait for the stream water contain-
ing the animals to be slowly released. 
Then we carefully wade around, 

scooping the animals up with small 
nets. Once we’ve captured a few, we 
put them in a bucket of cold water 
then release them into an unimpact-
ed section of Bush Creek downstream 
from the culvert.

More 
waterkeepers, 
more salmon 
restoration 
My first time work-
ing at a project like 
this, I was amazed 
by the diversity of 
animals we found. Though the im-
mediate upstream area of Bush Creek 
does not have an especially impres-
sive riparian buffer, there were a lot 
of animals to save. It was especially 
satisfying to catch Coho, lamprey, 
and crayfish – fast little escape artists! 
I found most of these by searching 
around on the recently-dried mud for 

twitching just below the water line.

There is only one native crayfish spe-
cies in Washington: the signal cray-
fish,  Pacifasticus leniusculus. All of 
its surfaces, even its claws, are uni-

formly brownish 
and smooth com-
pared to other cray-
fish species. Native 
crayfish like these 
are very sensitive 
to pollution. We 
found many that 
were tiny, so catch-
ing these bigger 
specimens was ex-
tra fun.

Of all the salm-
on species in the 
Chehalis water-
shed, Coho salmon 
spend the most 
time in their na-
tal streams before 
they out-migrate 

to the ocean. Whenever we 
found one, we made every 
effort to transport them 
back into the unimpacted 
stream as soon as possible. 

Experts estimate that the 
current populations of 
Washington’s coastal wild 
salmon runs are 10% of 
what they were just 100 
years ago.  The causes of 
this decline include inten-
sive agriculture, forestry 
practices, pollution, chang-
ing climate, floodplain de-
velopment, diking/drain-
ing of estuaries, and more. 

There are many, many 
ways for citizens to get in-
volved with and help out 
with salmon restoration. If 
you have time to help out at 
a culvert replacement proj-
ect, let us know. It’s a great 

way to learn more about your local 
stream, its ecology, and the sensitive 
critters that depend upon clean wa-
ter. In the Chehalis watershed, check 

with Twin Har-
bors Water-
keeper, or the 
Chehalis Basin 
Fisheries Task 
Force for up-
coming oppor-
tunities.

Lee First is the 
Twin Harbors Waterkeeper, a member of 
the international Waterkeeper Alliance. 
As such, she works to protect and advocate 
for the waters of the Chehalis Basin, 
Grays Harbor, and Willapa Bay. Learn 
more at Twinharborswaterkeeper.
org or email Lee at  
lee@twinharborswaterkeeper.org.

Cartridge Care Inc.
THE PRINTER EXPERTS since 1990

1314 Lebanon St. SE - Lacey   360-459-8845

TONER - FILM - INK JETS
Remanufactured and new - Hundreds in stock

REPAIR - SERVICE - SALES for
Printers - Fax - Copiers - Plotters

Free Pick Up & Delivery

It was especially 
satisfying to catch Coho, 
lamprey, and crayfish – 

fast little escape artists!
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The costs of modern mountain biking
More public resources or pay to play? 
	 Evonne Hedgepeth, Ph.D.

“I don’t want taxpayers to foot the bill for 
my hobby.” A mountain biker blogpost 

Some people who ride off-road bikes 
take to the trails in ways that respect 
the environment and other us-
ers. But larger factors are at play 
in modern mountain biking. A 
growing industry and its support-
ers glorify high-risk, environmen-
tally impactful riding practices in 
order to sell bikes. Increasingly 
they seek to obtain public trails 
for bikers’ exclusive use. 

An extreme sport is defined as 
one involving a high level of exer-
tion and skill, high risk of injury 
or death, and an adrenaline rush. 
Such sports often require special-
ized skills, expensive gear and ex-
clusive locations. Mountain bik-
ing necessitates all of these. For 
dedicated riders, financial out-
lays can reach $10,000. An am-
bitious industry has developed 
to capitalize on this market.

Mountain bikers say they as-
sume the risks of their sport. 
But we all assume some costs. 

Privatizing public resources
Mountain biking depends heav-
ily on predictable, free access to trails 
in parks and other public or private 
land. Therein lies a problem. Moun-
tain biking causes environmental 
damage, is often incompatible with 
other user groups and leads to con-
tinuing pressure for more trails with 
special features like jumps. But, ac-
cording to Singletracks.com, a moun-
tain biking website, the full-throttle 
style of biking portrayed in industry 
videos belongs not on public lands 
but in private dedicated parks. 

Costs to the environment 
A 2010 literature review by Miista-
kis Institute concluded that while all 
forms of recreational use negatively 
affect the environment, mountain 
biking has some unique impacts. 
The extent of damage depends on 
trail design and site conditions (e.g., 
one with a rainy season), is great-
est during trail-building and contin-
gent on riding style. Mountain bikes’ 

fat, knobby tires damage tree roots, 
widen and erode trails, compact soil, 
damage vegetation and increase run-
off. Beginning bikers do the most 
damage. Bikers’ speed is likely to 
startle wildlife and disrupt habitat. 

Some mountain bikers engage in il-
legal trail-building. 

Kaiser Woods, where Olympia Parks 
and Recreation Department (OPARD) 
is proposing a mountain bike park, 
has bird habitat unique in Olympia, 
according to local birder Bill Tweit. 
Birders identified 51 bird species in a 
few weeks, and expect to spot many 
more. The park serves as part of a 
wildlife corridor for elk, deer, bear, 
mink and other mammals. The site’s 
wetlands and seasonal streams are 
especially important for reptiles and 
amphibians. Wildlife biologists be-
lieve an endangered species—the Or-
egon spotted frog—inhabits the park.

An industry seeking to expand 
Manufacturers of mountain bikes 
and associated gear utilize many 
strategies to grow their market. In ad-
dition to selling products, they spon-
sor mountain biking groups that seek 
to convert natural spaces like Kaiser 
Woods into regional and national 
draws for races, bike camps and oth-
er money-making events. 

Bike companies also offer grants and 
programs to introduce children to the 
sport—and obtain more trails. The 
program Riding for Focus, now in 
132 US schools, claims that mountain 
biking improves students’ academic 
performance. In Hood River, Or-
egon, three mountain-biking middle 
school teachers procured a company 
grant for 30 bikes and helmets, a cur-
riculum and teacher training. A local 
builder will be paid to design the trail 
and volunteers will build 1.5 miles of 
trails, available to the public. 

From backcountry to city parks
The federal Wilderness Act prohib-
its bikes, but in 2015 the Sustainable 
Trails Coalition was created with the 
goal of modifying existing legislation 
and giving land managers more flex-

ibility to manage trails in desig-
nated wilderness areas. The 108 
million acres of protected lands, 
including the Pacific Coast Trail, 
now are targeted for mountain 
biking. The biking industry also 
is lobbying Congress for electric 
bikes to be allowed in national 

parks. E-bikes move faster, cover 
more ground and increase trail dam-
age.

Washington’s largest biking advo-
cacy organization, Seattle-based 
Evergreen Mountain Bike Alliance 
(EMBA) started in 1989 as the “Back-
country Bicycle Trails Club.” Accord-
ing to its website, EMBA seeks 100 
miles of new trails and five new bike 
parks in Washington by 2020. 

An OPARD official asserts that Olym-
pia mountain bikers are tired of driv-
ing 10 miles to Capitol Forest, with 
166 miles of dedicated trails they 
helped create. They also have access 
to trails at all skill levels on 800 acres 
of Manke Timber lands adjacent to 
Kaiser Woods. 

OPARD has identified three other 
Olympia parks—Watershed Park, 
LBA Woods and Karen Fraser Trails—
as feasible sites for mountain biking. 

Social and financial impacts on 
society
Society also incurs indirect financial 
costs that are associated with moun-
tain biking injuries. The Interna-
tional Mountain Biking Association 
warns the sport is inherently danger-
ous. A National Institute of Health 
report states that mountain biking 
poses a significant risk of life-threat-
ening injury across all skill levels of 
participation. 

A study published in the journal Wil-
derness and Environmental Medi-
cine recorded approximately 2,000 
injuries to 900 riders in a five month 
season at Whistler, BC. Just over 12% 
of injuries recorded in the study in-

cluded broken bones, concussions, 
internal bleeding, organ damage and 
quadriplegia. Dr. Annie Gareau, co-
author of the study, said a general 
rule of thumb is that “one in 1,000 ski-
ers is injured, one in 100 snowboard-
ers, and one in 10 downhill cyclists.”

The most frequent injuries are head 
injuries and brain trauma. Beginning 
bikers are most likely to be injured; 
some have been killed. A closely-su-
pervised twelve-year-old at a begin-
ner bike park--wearing a helmet and 
riding on a gentle, gravel slope--fell 
and died. Accidental injuries are now 
the leading cause of death among 
children, worldwide, according to a 
recent report by the World Health 
Organization. 

Public land entities gain some immu-
nity from lawsuits by posting enter-
at-your-own-risk signs at parks. But 
lawsuits happen anyway and cost 
taxpayers money—win or lose. The 
children of a mountain biker, who 
fell and died after hitting a pothole 
on a gravel road, successfully sued 
the state of New York for $2.2 million. 

The high cost of a search and rescue 
for an injured biker depletes resourc-
es of local emergency responders.

Tax-exempt status of some biking ad-
vocacy organizations like EMBA also 
imposes costs. Contributions to the or-
ganization are tax-deductible—result-
ing in lost tax revenues. EMBA charges 
to build trails and for bike camps, and 
relies heavily on volunteer labor. They 
lobby public officials to acquire more 
trails. Last year, EMBA reported nearly 
$700,000 in assets, 75% of which they 
must funnel back into their organiza-
tion and membership—a threshold it 
did not reach for 2014-16. 

Pay to play 
Many extreme athletes—mountain-
climbers, windsurfers, skiers—have 
to drive long distances to enjoy their 
sport. Some pay fees to use exclusive 
recreational sites. Some ski resorts 
now offer mountain biking during 
their off season, for a day-use fee.

Development of Kaiser Woods as a 
mountain bike park would provide 
bikers with a free in-town workout 
spot and practice area to improve 
their skills in anticipation of travel-
ing to other larger parks in Tacoma, 
Issaquah and elsewhere. Such devel-
opment would mean that residents 
living adjacent to the park would 
have their property values lowered 
and their long-time access to Kaiser 
Woods as a multi-use park foreclosed 
to them—and all Olympia citizens. 

That some bikers are tired of driv-
ing ten miles to practice their sport 
doesn’t justify turning most of an 
Olympia park over to them to ride-
-and to a state-wide organization 
(EMBA) to design, build and man-
age. In order to obtain predictable 
trails, mountain biking organizations 
may need to persuade their corpo-
rate sponsors to procure use of pri-
vate facilities for bikers, rather than 
seek near-exclusive use of more city-
owned parks. 

Like some other extreme athletes, 
mountain bikers may have to pay to 
play.

For more details about Kaiser Woods 
Park planning and a link to a Change.
org petition, visit www.evonne.life/
resources-and-tools. 

Evonne Hedgepeth is a psychologist 
and health educator, widow of Andy 
McMillan, the wetlands biologist who 
led the fight to defeat developments at 
Kaiser Woods from 2006-2012. 

Mountain biking depends 
heavily on predictable, free 
access to trails in parks and 
other public or private land. 

Centralia Square Antique Mall

Directions from Olympia
South on Interstate 5
Off at Exit 82  (Factory Outlets)
East on Harrison
Right on Pearl

201 S Pearl & Locust 

Open 7 days
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Sun Break 
Records

Rising 
http://cdbaby.com/cd/gregblackandtheplan-
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In the Wind 
http://store.cdbaby.com/cd/jamesarmstrong-
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A Lot Like You
http://cdbaby.com/cd/gregblacktheblacklights
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greg2light@hotmail.com


